| — —
Turning the Nation "i _J

back to
There are other pamphlets in this series on &
www.revivaluk.org.uk ]es“s ChﬂSt

“The Way Ahead":
“Healing in the Name of Jesus”
“Marriage Relationships”
“The Seven Spirits of God”: (teaching on work of the Holy

Spirit™)
“Christian Marriage ( a revelation) " ,
“The Blood of Jesus Christ * 0 s
“Full Salvation”

“The Doctrine of Healing”
“Vision and Visions "
The Anointing
“In that day you will know”

o
“We are not ignorant of his devices”
orkmsnshi
“Resurrection”

“The Hearing of Faith”
“Behold My Servant”
“The Root of Bitterness”
Pulling Down Strongholds”

Please contact us by emailing
mcjpbds@btinternet.com

] 5[]




Page 2 God’s Workmanship

His Workmanship

Christian Salvation is the greatest miracle which can take place in any human
life. It is, or at least should and must be, a total and wonderful life changing
experience. One of the problems in the Christian Church, even in the evangeli-
cal Bible believing churches, is that "Salvation" is misunderstood and the
teaching and preaching about it is weak and compromised, and lacks a real
understanding of the grace available to the Christian through the Lord Jesus
Christ. As a result, at least in the Western World, and possibly in many parts of
the world, Christian lives are weak and, except perhaps in the rare times of
real true revival, testimonies lack confidence, and therefore the expectation of
what "Salvation" can be and do in a life is low. Many Christians live lives of
which they are disappointed, or alternatively they cover up the realities of
their poor experience, and none come anywhere near an experience of the
testimony of the apostle Paul, "God works in me mightily", or "By the grace of
God | am what | am".

The answer today, as it always has been, is to go back to the Bible and see
exactly what it says about the testimony and the understanding of the early
Christians, and what the "Great Salvation" spoken of in the book of Hebrews
really accomplishes in the lives of those who receive the Lord Jesus. The Bible
has to be our source of both truth and inspiration, and if we compromise on
what it says to us, and try to make excuses, or say it is not for today, we lose
all hope of ever living lives which are a testimony to the work of our Lord Je-
sus. We also move away from one of the basic pillars of Christianity, that the
Bible is the “‘Word of God’ and must be believed as profitable for instruction in
righteousness and so on. Peter in his second letter says he "Stirs up their pure
minds to remember the living words spoken by the prophets and the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour". So here we have the words which could be described
as "Apostles’ Doctrine" at the commandment of our Lord and Saviour. We
have the words of the Saviour to His church, His people, to bring back remem-
brance of the true gospel so that there is no loss of its truth and power. This is
a commandment as a soldier would receive from his commander, not a matter
of choice or opinion but a matter of requirement. Paul says that he was "Not
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of Christ, both individual lives and the corporate life of the church. Usually it is
local but in the early church, as now when it is much easier with all the won-
derful methods of transport, apostle and prophets and teachers travelled
around encouraging local churches. Pastors are based within their local
church. We also read in Ephesians 4, “that every joint supplies”. That refers to
every member, showing that every Christian in the church is vital in this work
of building the church; building up one another, in love of course. This
‘upbuilding’ can come in many practical ways; it can involve practical works
with homes and families; it can mean providing support, a listening ear to a
brother or sister, praying for one another that each may be healed/made
whole. It also involves praying for one another in our devotions to the Lord
Jesus, as we are led by the Spirit of God to make intercession for the saints
(separated ones) according to the will of God.

Also in the church meeting, where and when members gather together, the
gifts and ministries and the graces of the Holy Spirit operate to build up ‘our
most holy faith’, “Until we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge
of the Son of God unto the measure of the stature of Christ”. When we gather
together we are told “You all have ...”, so this involves every member, that
which every joint supplies, working together, led by the Spirit of God, to build
one another up in love, looking for the coming again of our Lord Jesus. “We
are workers together with God”, God “works in us to will and to do of His
good pleasure”. So having been His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, we now become co-workers with Him in this great work of build-
ing His church ready for the final day.

This is God’s workmanship; this is our salvation, and is the same for all our
brothers and sisters out of every tribe and nation. God gave John a vision of
the New Jerusalem, a bride adorned for her husband, the tabernacle of God;
God'’s total and completed work in which He will dwell with His people in the
New Heavens and New Earth for ever and ever. We are God’s workmanship.

Amen.
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name is praised, He is loved by all the members and that love expresses itself
in worship. We have seen in Peter’s letter “To you who believe He is precious”,
or of great value. So we have Christian worship. We are also to ‘lay down our
lives for the brethren,” our brothers and sisters. We are to love one another
and that love must work out practically in the lives of those in each local
church as part of the spiritual sacrifice they offer to the Lord.

This is God’s building, His workmanship, we are a holy nation and in this na-
tion different principles operate. These are faith and hope, but above all love.
Within this great house of God the life of our risen Lord Jesus should be laid
down by each member, one for the other and to reach out to the lost. There is
no place for selfishness, no bitterness, no anger, no uncleannesses, no envy, no
spite, no covetousness; just ‘love out of a pure heart fervently’.

In Ephesians 4 we read these words, “And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning crafti-
ness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: from whom the
whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint sup-
plies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, makes
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love”

This scripture supports the necessity to love. In this chapter in Ephesians we
are shown the great body of Christ which will grow into the stature of His ful-
ness. Each member is to grow into that fulness, to be like Him, and there are
works of the ministry within that body to help this work. This is not the excuse
for all the ministries which people set up as their own organisation; they oper-
ate with each local church. Each ministry, each gift, is for edification, which
means to ‘build up’. A big building can be called an edifice, that which has been
built. So all these ministries, which are for edification, are to build up the body
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ashamed of the gospel of the Lord Jesus which is the power of God unto salva-
tion for everyone that believes, for in the gospel the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith". This links power with righteousness, and if we
are to see real power in Christian lives there has to be righteousness revealed
not only to Christians but also in their lives.

To return to Peter's second letter, in the opening words we read "To those
who have obtained the same precious faith through the righteousness of God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ". So this faith, Biblical Christian faith, comes only
one way and that is through the righteousness of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Paul in Romans 3 tells us God declares this righteousness as His own i.e. the
righteousness of His Son Jesus Christ is God's righteousness, so we have a link
again with our Saviour. We have had the command of our Saviour, and now
His righteousness, showing us that Jesus Christ is our Saviour and was and still
is totally involved in this great salvation.

Peter tells us then that “God has given us everything we need for life and god-
liness through the knowledge of Him who has called us to glory and virtue
(moral goodness and eminence), because there are exceeding great and pre-
cious promises whereby we should be partakers, or become or be made par-
takers (one with) of the divine nature”. So the outcome is that a Christian has
everything He needs, given by God, and amazingly should become a partaker
of the very nature of God Himself; their nature should and must be God's na-
ture; that is what being a Christian means. “If you have not the Spirit of Christ
you are none of His”, as indeed the ‘becoming a partaker of the divine nature’
happens when we receive the Lord Jesus. Jesus said, "As the Father has life in
Himself, so He has given the Son to have life", i.e. the same life is in God the
Son as in God the Father, and that life comes to all Christians; it applies to all
God's true sons; if everything is given to Christians for life, then they must be
given the same life which is in God Himself. These promises are not only for
life but for godliness, or 'godlikeness', so you can't have a real Christian life
without there being godliness or 'godlikeness' in its behaviour. The truth is,
and Peter tells us so, under the command of our Lord Jesus, we become par-
takers of the divine nature, bringing us to the understanding that such an ex-
perience must bring a radical and wonderful change in our lives.
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Jesus told Nicodemus about new birth, a new spiritual birth; "You must be
born again". It is just another way of expressing this same wonderful truth and
shows how consistent the Bible is. The truth of "New Birth" has been misun-
derstood by the Christian Church in the same way that it has misunderstood
"Salvation", and as a result the ability, or power, and expectation of the pow-
er of regeneration has been diminished in the hearts of those who believe. So
we are to understand it is ‘becoming a partaker’, the word ‘partaker’ really
means to have the same thing in common, and having the same spiritual life
as God Himself is the truth of and the key to the Christian life. It is a wonderful
truth, but for it to be true in us there must be evidence in our lives; the apos-
tle John tells us "Which thing is true in Him and in you". Of course, faith with-
out works is dead and unless there is evidence of a transformation in a life
surely there can be no evidence that the power of God has really come into
that life. Truly, no longer can the church make excuses and blame the limita-
tions of their own humanity when the gospel reveals the righteousness of God
and makes us partakers of His nature. Paul the apostle tells us that "The excel-
lency of the power is to be of God and not of us", even though ‘this treasure is
in earthen vessels, human bodies’; the conclusion is that Christians have huge
potential in their lives, for their service of the Lord Jesus, looking for His com-
ing again.

So it is agreed we have a great salvation, therefore we go back to our Bibles to
see how great it really is. Acts 2 tells us that the “Lord added to the church
such as should be saved, or the saved ones”. So it is the Lord Jesus who adds
to His church. This is not the work of human beings, however great their posi-
tion or reputation they have in church. Only a personal life changing encoun-
ter with Jesus Christ Himself can add us to the church and make us "Saved
ones". So Jesus makes us saved ones; we are those who have experienced His
salvation; He becomes our Saviour. The word salvation not only means ‘to
rescue or deliver' but also ‘wholeness and soundness'; it is even used for the
healing of bodies, and means that our ‘rescue’ brings us to wholeness of body,
spirit, soul and mind. So "saved ones" are those who should have been made
whole in every part of their lives; there is spiritual wholeness in their hearts;
gone is the old nature, which makes humans spiritually corrupt, and in has
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flesh both in the pleasure we get from the singing and the feeling of satisfac-
tion that we have done something for God? Spiritual sacrifice means the lay-
ing down of our lives, the presenting of our bodies, all of our beings, as living
sacrifices to the Lord Jesus, with the purpose that He might reign in all our
lives as we do His will. One would suggest that, unless such a sacrifice has
been made, there is no basis in any Christian life for true worship. The Chris-
tian life is ‘not | but Christ’. The royal priesthood is holy and this has to be out-
worked in our lives, and the ‘holy’ has to be practical, not continuing to sin,
not lying, not compromising; it is the only way. Then we are God’s peculiar/
special people, not only in name but in spirit and truth. We are His royal
(made up of kings) priesthood and His holy nation, the people of God, called
out to be His people on the earth, to serve Him and to bring Him glory and
honour. We had not obtained mercy but now we have!

So the work of the church is about sacrifice, about worship, and that is shown
in the book of Revelation when all who see the ‘Lamb of God’ on the throne
fall down in adoration. The book of Hebrews tells us, “For we see Jesus
crowned with glory and honour”, so with that revelation of our glorified Sav-
iour, the church, in its meetings and lives, must be a place of worship.

We read in 1 Corinthians 1, “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in eve-
ry place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours” .
This shows that the church is universal, we have already looked at how it
comes from every tribe and nation, and we see that where that church oper-
ates and worships, in every place, all the members call on the name of the
Lord. The Church works on the basis of location, not denomination or ministry.
How many ministries are there which are forms separate from the church,
with a leader who receives an income and has many followers? How many
denominations have come from splits in churches in locations? Of course
there have been wonderful revivals and groups come out of that revival as
they have no choice but to leave the established church which has lost its way.
But so often these groups form into ‘a name’ and die spiritually just as did the
church from which they came out. “The Body is of Christ”. So in every little
church, or big one for that matter, the name of the Lord Jesus is called on, His
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many mansions”, the word ‘mansions’ meaning ‘little dwelling places’. Here is
another illustration; we have had ‘living stones’, now ‘little dwelling places’,
little houses in this church of God, the church of Jesus Christ. Each stone is a
living stone, each stone itself is a dwelling place for God, a little temple, being
wonderfully part of this whole wonderful building of God. Glory be to His
Name.

All this confirms the scripture in Ephesians, chapter 1, “The fulness of Him fills
all in all”. Another way of expressing the same truth is Jesus words in John,
chapter 15, “I am the vine; you are the branches”. Each Christian is part of the
whole, we are all in Him and He is in all of us. Jesus said “In that day you will
know that | am in my Father, you in me and | in you”. So now the teaching of
Jesus to his disciples in John 14 becomes much clearer and we see the truth He
was really wanting to impart to His disciples. We see the revelation Jesus had
of all He was about to accomplish on the cross. Peter clearly had come to the
same understanding and writes all this in His letter to encourage those Chris-
tians scattered abroad in those early days of the church. The same truth is just
as relevant to Christians in these modern times, who are in need of the same
encouragement to understand how much they are part of this wonderful eter-
nal work of God.

So we are a spiritual house and therefore a holy priesthood.
Priests are those who make offerings to God and priests are holy,

separated to God; we have looked at that earlier. So what are we
to offer? The answer is spiritual sacrifices; living sacrifices; it is “the praises of
Him who brought us out of darkness into His marvellous light”. So much of the
life of the church of Jesus Christ when gathered together should be taken up
with real worship; not just singing. Individual Christians too as they live their
lives should have and express constant worship in their hearts.

We should see that so many ways are produced in church meetings these days
to facilitate singing. It is called praise and worship, but is it worship, is it from
our hearts/spirits inspired by the Holy Spirit and in truth? We should ask, does
it satisfy Almighty God who has built us together, or does it more satisfy our
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come the new nature, the new man, described by Peter as "incorruptible
seed". This does not produce an outward illusion, or perhaps delusion, of holi-
ness common in some religions and Christian groups who concentrate on reli-
gious ceremonies, rites, outward practices and the clothing they wear and so
on, but the inward holiness which comes as the outworking of the righteous-
ness of God in each life. The new man, the new nature, must produce "after its
own kind", producing good fruit unto God.

We have already identified the new man or the new creation. The Bible tells
us that this new man "Is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him who
created him". So the new man has been created, it has been made, and it can
be of no surprise that it is God who has created this new man and God makes
the new man after His own likeness, after His own image. In the beginning God
made man in His own likeness, and again, with the new man, we have the cre-
ative work of God, but on a better and greater level; the nature of God enters
into our hearts as we receive the Lord Jesus. In the original creation God
placed the tree of life in the Garden of Eden for Adam and Eve to eat of. They
were to eat and live forever, but instead they ate of the wrong tree and re-
ceived spiritual death into their lives. When we receive the Lord Jesus we ‘eat
of the tree of life’ and receive the nature, the new man, which God always
intended for us. Ephesians talks of God making one new man. God is the crea-
tor of the heavens and the earth, and all that is therein, but with the first crea-
tion being marred by sin, God sets about making a new creation, after his own
image and likeness. It is all about God's workmanship.

The word for ‘workmanship’ comes only twice in the whole New Testament.
This is the extract from W E Vine's dictionary of Bible words:

Nowr, , poiema; whence Eng., " poem,” denoles " thal whick <s
made" (from poico, " o do, make" ), Rom. 7:20, " the thing Wak are
made" Eph. 2:70," (His) workmandip."

So we have God making all things in the old creation and making all things in
the new creation. John tell us that "All things were made by Him.......... and



Page B “Behold My Servant * ®

without Him nothing was made that was made." This all fits in with a total
understanding of God as supreme and creator of all things by His Son Jesus
Christ and again shows us how reliable our Bible is. And although not to be
considered here, there is a New Heaven and a New Earth to come, all of which
are God’s creation.

So we have a new creation; "Saved ones” are new creations, so let's look
more closely at how salvation and the new creation come together. Ephesians
2 tells us, "For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast; for we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them". Christians, at least Bible based
ones, are all on common ground with "By grace are you saved"; it is almost the
most basic truth for evangelical Christians, that our salvation is by God's grace.
It is God's unmerited favour towards us which brings our salvation, and it is
interesting to quote from Romans chapter 10, "I was found of them that
sought me not; | was made manifest unto them that asked not after me". Most
Christians would recognise that it was the Lord Jesus who indeed looked for
them and brought the gospel to them rather than them seeking for God, and,
when the desire to seek after God was in their hearts, it was indeed the Lord
who put it there, that He should draw them to Himself. That is why this Chris-
tian salvation is definitely not of works, but all of grace. Christians are also
very much in agreement that it is all by faith. Romans chapter 4 tells us this
salvation is "By faith that it may be by grace". Salvation can only ever be by
believing.

There are only 2 possible ways by which salvation can come; by works,
through our own efforts, or by trusting God on the basis of His work on our
behalf; to do what we could never do for ourselves. So believing it has to be,
our works would never be good enough. Romans 10 tells us of Israel going
about "to establish its own righteousness through the law and not submitting
to the righteousness of God", as it is "unto all and upon all who believe". Faith
takes us where works never could and opens up, from a human point of view,
the impossible to us as it brings in the possibilities of God and what He can
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We mentioned earlier that ‘living stones’ are the basic material of construction
for the church. We read in 1 Peter chapter 2, “To whom coming, as unto a liv-
ing stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also,
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is con-
tained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, pre-
cious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you there-
fore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble
at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. But ye
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvellous light: which in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy”.

We are stones, living stones; we are stones not bricks. Stones are hewn from
the quarry and come from that which God has created, whereas bricks are
made by human beings. Bricks were used, of course, to build the pyramids for
Pharaoh in Egypt. Egypt is a picture of the world and the system is all based on
the works of mankind. God does not use that which is of the world, but that of
His own creation and nature, when He builds. We are talking about God'’s
workmanship, and the livings stones which God uses are those created in
Christ Jesus unto good works. Jesus as the ‘Son of God’ has God’s nature and it
is that nature which is used in our salvation, and is why when we are in Christ
we are a new creation, ‘created in Christ Jesus’, partakers of the divine nature.

So we are living stones coming to the living stone, Jesus Christ the chief or
headstone. The word ‘head’ means the highest, “Jesus is the first born from
the dead that in all things He might have the pre-eminence”. We are living
stones because He is the living stone; Jesus said “Because I live you shall live
also”. We have seen the house is the church, “In my Father’s house there are
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hewn, and the sacrifice He has made to provide an eternal salvation for all
who will believe on Him and receive Him as Lord and Saviour. Jesus said
“Whoso eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise
him up at the last day. *> For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed”. The church, the Christians who meet in a locality, break bread togeth-
er to encourage one another and build one another up in ‘our most holy faith’.

The seven pillars interestingly contrast with the 2 pillars in the temple of Dagon
built by the Philistines (1 Samuel chapter 5). Samson was able to push the two
pillars down and so destroy the whole temple and all the leaders of the nation.
(Interestingly, this is a very good illustration of our Lord Jesus openly destroy-
ing principalities and powers by His death on the cross when all the rulers of
darkness were overcome). The 2 pillars, it has been suggested, are the
‘Knowledge of good and evil’, the basis of this world’s system, and if they can
be pushed over so easily it demonstrates how very unstable and insecure this
world is. We need to be aware that most digital operations are based on the
numbers 0 or 1. It is Yes and No, and could be considered the 2 pillars, espe-
cially as the whole world now is so dependent on computers which all operate
digitally. In contrast 7 pillars, of course, provide huge stability. Seven is the
number in the Bible for God, and also for perfection. So this work of our Lord
Jesus hewing His seven pillars, His workmanship, through the travail of His
soul, produces a house, a church, with a perfect structure, which will endure
forever.

Just for clarity there are two pillars in Solomon’s temple, but they are only pil-
lars for the porch and not the whole building “And he set up the pillars in the
porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof
Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz”. Howev-
er the names of these 2 pillars are helpful to us. ‘Jachin’ means ‘He will estab-
lish” and ‘Boaz’ means ‘In Him is strength’. So we are encouraged again with
God’s workmanship. “He will establish” the work and He has the strength to
perform and finish His work and cause it to stand. The porch, of course, is the
entrance and this is God’s declaration at the entry to His temple ‘I have estab-
lished this building in my strength’.
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achieve with our lives; 'Faith makes the impossible possible'. Romans 1 and 16
talk of the "obedience of faith" as we "obey from the heart" when the word of
God comes to us. This enables us to do what was never possible under the
law, which depended on our own abilities to obey, but rather to be able to
obey by believing, when the word of God comes and ministers faith to our
hearts. We then obey God by trusting Him, taking Him at His word, we submit
to His righteousness and are then in the place to receive and enter into all that
He has for us in our lives. In the beginning, sin originated when satan said "Has
God said?" and put doubt in the heart of first Eve and then quickly Adam. The
'obedience of faith' does the opposite; Yes God has said and Yes, | trust Him.

Paul speaks, in Romans chapter 10, of ‘preaching the word of God’, "The word
is near you, even in your mouth, and in your heart: that is, the word of faith,
which we preach; that if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shall believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you shall be
saved”. In the old King James Bible the word used for ‘you' is ‘thou’, showing it
is singular and therefore it is necessary for each individual person to believe
for themselves; so we all have to believe God for ourselves and receive the
Lord Jesus for ourselves, when God declares the Lord Jesus to us that we
might trust in Him. “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He
has sent”. We find the word ‘salvation’ or ‘saved’ occurring again; salvation
was so central to all the teaching in the New Testament. Paul tells us it is the
‘foolishness of preaching" which is the method of communication God uses;
"For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe". The
gospel may be foolish to the world, but is wise as far as God is concerned. Ro-
mans 10 helps us; it is with the heart, not the head/mind/brain/intellect, that
human beings believe; only the word of God, when the good news of the gos-
pel is proclaimed, can enable the heart to believe and thereby receive.

The Bible talks about making us "Wise unto salvation"; wise in a godly sense,
in that we see the wisdom of God in what He has done for us through our Lord
Jesus and trust in that wisdom, seeing how amazingly wise God is and how
much He has really understood the needs of humans and also how to provide
a solution. It may appear foolish to human beings that someone should die for
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us, yet we see God had no other choice and the work of Jesus is indeed the
wisest, and yet only, option if we are to be truly saved.

All Christians too are agreed that this salvation is the gift of God. Again, we
see that if salvation is not of works, the only other option is that it is a gift;
and a free gift too. No human could ever pay the price of Christian salvation.
Peter tells us, "We are not redeemed with silver and gold but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without spot or blemish". Salvation is in a basic
way, although, of course, very wonderful, a saving from sin and the effects of
sin. Sin is a spiritual problem which needs a spiritual solution and there is a
spiritual cost to be incurred. Romans chapter 6 tells us that "the wages of sin is
death". That is the payback; the cost of sin; spiritual death. "Dead in trespass-
es and sins" we are told. What is needed is a payment greater than the price
of death. "The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord". So here is the gift and the payment; God gave the life of
His Son to replace our spiritual death, and this life, which is everlasting life, we
are to receive as a gift. Jesus' life was offered freely, in order that the free gift
of eternal life could be given to us all. Of course eternal life is exactly what we
need; it does exactly what it says and must save us. We needed rescuing from
the effects of sin and death, so eternal life is the perfect answer. As we have
seen, it is the gift of God and should and must prevent any boasting of any
merit or input on our part.

How then does it work and what then is required? The answer: “repent, and
believe”, believe the gospel. Firstly, repentance is the recognition of our need,
and repentance seems to be one of the unspoken or almost untaught truths
when the gospel is preached in modern times. Of course "Come to Jesus" is
the truth; "Come to Jesus and all will be fine" is the truth too, but maybe only
part of the truth, and part of a truth or half a truth sometimes can be worse
than no truth at all; it really can be a lie and lead us into deception. Peter,
preaching the first ever gospel message on the day of Pentecost, when asked
"What do we do?" says, "Repent every one of you". So repentance is required
by all who come to the Lord Jesus; there is no other way, no short cuts, no
bypasses; this is the way and the only way.
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Spirit of God, and the Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are Sons of
God, crying Abba, Father. Hallelujah. Each Christian life is built on these 7 pil-
lars, and the whole church is built on them too as the same principles are in
every member, in every living stone, who is built into the church of Jesus
Christ.

We have read that Wisdom has killed her beasts and mingled the sacrifice.
This of course relates to the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus in His death. We read
in the Book of Hebrews, “He offered Himself,” and this quotation from the
book of Proverbs must refer to the Lord Jesus laying down His own life for us
in the will of God. Hebrews tells us that, “He offered Himself through the eter-
nal spirit.” As we read on through the passage in the Proverbs we find the invi-
tation to “Come and eat of the bread and drink of the wine and go in the way
of understanding”. We read in Genesis, chapter 14, of Melchizedek, King of
Righteousness, giving bread and wine to Abraham. So even then, in the early
days of the Bible and the history of Israel, bread and wine is offered, speaking
of the death of the Lord Jesus and relating this to the tokens which are used
for ‘breaking of bread’ by the church of God.

The church therefore when gathered together is to remember the Lord’s death
by breaking bread and drinking the cup together, and doing it often, the to-
kens, the bread and the wine, representing the body and blood of our Lord.
We really are to eat spiritually of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus, offered
through the eternal Spirit for us, and thus taste and see that the Lord is so
very good in providing such a salvation for us through our Lord Jesus. It is this
eating in faith, Jesus’ body is indeed spiritual food and his blood indeed spir-
itual drink, which will give us a spiritual understanding of the work of our Lord
Jesus, and enable us to go in the way of understanding how great this work of
God is.

As with Jonathan, when his eyes were enlightened by the eating

of honey, so will the eyes of our understanding be enlightened. We will walk
in the way of understanding the house God has built, the pillars Jesus has
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This takes us back to our quarry where the stones for the temple were pro-
duced, and the word ‘hewn’ implies hard work. This fits in with the words of
Isaiah in chapter 53 “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satis-
fied”, indicating the real work of faith of our Lord Jesus on the cross which in-
volved His whole being in our salvation. We also have the description of Jesus’
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane; this account supports the physical, emo-
tional and spiritual effort involved in building this house, Jesus’ house, Jesus’
church. There are 7 pillars and it has been suggested that these 7 pillars could
be the 7 ‘ones’ in Ephesians chapter 4: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all”.
Here are 7 essentials for all Christians.

There is one body, of which all are members; there is one Spirit, whom all can
and must receive; one hope of our calling which, again, is common to all Chris-
tians. Then we have one Lord, who is, of course, our Lord Jesus, but then one
faith. This really is Jesus’ faith which we all receive by the word of God, which
becomes our faith by which we can believe unto righteousness. We are told in
the book of Jude there is a ‘common faith’. This means it is the same faith
which is common to all members. There may be different approaches to some
doctrine, but for each Christian there must be the same fundamental faith by
which we believe, so that we may be saved by grace and believe unto right-
eousness. There is one baptism, it is a spiritual one, not the water one, by
which we are all baptised into the one body. Six of the seven are all set truths;
the one baptism is the one experience that all Christians must have to enter in
the body of Christ. It is the Baptism into the Holy Spirit which baptises into the
death of our Lord Jesus, joining us with Him in His death, and hence to be
joined with Him in His resurrection. All Christians because of this one baptism,
which is common to all, will walk in the same newness of life, in fellowship
with each other.

Finally there is One God and Father, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
who is above all, yes of course; through all, absolutely as He comes in all Jesus
does; and in us all. God is our spiritual Father when we are born again of the
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Repentance really means a change of mind; to change the seat of moral reflec-
tion; literally to perceive afterwards. This is not in the intellect but more in the
"mind," (Greek word nous) which denotes, ‘the seat of reflective conscious-
ness, comprising the faculties of perception and understanding, and those of
feeling, judging and determining’. It is the place of conscience and conscious-
ness, the place of ‘knowing’ and it is in that place where the change takes
place. It is the proper, and only, place of a true recognition of what we are and
what we have done, when God's spotlight shines on us and exposes our true
state. We look with reflection afterwards at what we have done and what we
are really like and turn to God Previously our lives have been going in the
wrong direction, away from Him, doing our own will rather than the will of
God, and we come and turn to Him for mercy and forgiveness.

Perhaps the greatest passage in the Bible about repentance is Psalm 51, and
David's cry for mercy after his adultery with Bathsheba and his conspiracy in
the murder of Uriah the Hittite. It follows the intervention from the prophet
Nathan bringing the word of God to David. It must be understood that, until
Nathan came, David was completely oblivious of what he had done and was
actually enjoying the fruit of his sin. The sin he had committed was quite awful
in God's sight; in fact awful in almost every moral code. As we have said, David
was unaware of what he had done, and human beings are generally unaware
of their sin until it is revealed to them and they understand what they are like
and what they have done. We look in the mirror in the morning and only see
our outward form; we may like or dislike what we see. However we need a
mirror so that we can look inside and reflect on our inward state; the Spirit of
God provides such a means of reflection and allows us to understand our true
state in the sight of God apart, that is, from His grace to us through our Lord
Jesus Christ. We are told in John 16 that when the Holy Spirit comes into the
world he will convince the world of sin, righteousness and judgement. In Acts,
Peter tells those listening to him in Jerusalem, "You have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain". The people had no idea what they had done
and the evil they had committed in killing the Lord Jesus. When they realised,
they asked the question, "What shall we do?" The answer; repent, change
your perception of your own morality and acknowledge your wrongdoing.
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As we go through the confession of David, perhaps we will understand what
true repentance accomplishes and why it is an essential part of salvation. In-
deed Romans tells us that it is “The goodness of God which brings us to repent-
ance”, and therefore His goodness is very much part of "By grace you are
saved" and “His workmanship”. Too often this goodness is overlooked in
preaching, and a failure to preach the reality of sin, and the need for true re-
pentance, results in a lesser or even a different gospel being preached. Paul
the apostle declares a choice when preaching the 'gospel’', one which pleases
God or pleases human beings, and whether a gospel is preached which is com-
fortable with people or meets God's requirements. The only gospel that pleas-
es God is one that declares His goodness in bringing us to repentance and
thereby to salvation. The one that pleases human beings, and satan too, is the
one that allows them to continue, believing all is well, and never face up to the
needs of their lives in order to get right with God before it is too late. Although
preaching a 'gospel' which does not challenge sin may seem to be attractive it
does a disservice, in the long term, to those who listen as it provides no oppor-
tunity for the Lord Jesus to make them free from their sin and leaves them
exactly in the same state as they are. John tells us, "If we say we have no sin
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us" and a gospel preached which
allows such a deception to continue is not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The gospel when properly preached must declare God's righteousness as the
answer to human sin.

So back to Psalm 51; it starts with a plea for mercy, "According to the multi-
tude of God's tender mercies". David had such a wonderful revelation of God;
he understood that God was a God of mercy, and that there was real hope for
him, in spite of all he had done. That needs to be the understanding of us all,
and comes with the preaching of the true gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The
gospel states that Jesus’ death and the shedding of His blood is the only basis
for blotting out our transgressions, but that such mercy is available to us all.
Every true gospel preacher must have had that experience him or herself; you
cannot preach what you do not know. Having repented and having humbled
oneself must also remove any hint of hardness or arrogance from the heart of
any preacher; it must bring in a compassion and care for the lost when the
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and the production of the stones, helps us to understand the making of each
member to be part of the whole body. Peter tells us we are ‘living stones’ , we
will come to that again later, but the church of God is built of ‘living stones’;
the temple of Solomon was of hewn stones, prepared in a quarry but ready
for use.

We read in 1 Kings 6.7 “And the house, when it was in building, was built of
stone made ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in build-
ing”. So we see that there was workmanship in the making of the stones, the
stone was made ready, and the word for ‘made ready’ comes from the He-
brew word ‘to make perfect’. Each stone therefore was made perfect in the
quarry, nothing else needed to be done in Jerusalem to make it fit to be a part
of the building. This teaches us that each Christian was made perfect through
the work of our Lord Jesus, who suffered for us on the cross outside the city,
or camp. This is God’s workmanship, and the work of Our Lord Jesus is
enough to perfect us forever so that we are His and members of His body for
ever.

We should now look at another description of building in the Old Testament,
unusually found in the book of Proverbs and chapter 9. “Wisdom hath built
her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: she hath killed her beasts; she
hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table. She hath sent forth
her maidens: she cries upon the highest places of the city,” Whoso is simple, let
him turn in hither: as for him that lacks understanding, she says to him, Come,
eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which | have mingled. Forsake the fool-
ish, and live; and go in the way of understanding”.

This passage describes the work of our Lord Jesus, the personification of wis-
dom, “Christ, the wisdom of God”. If you read in chapter 8 of Proverbs it be-
comes very clear that wisdom equals our Lord Jesus. So Jesus has built His
house and he has hewn out 7 pillars. The word hewn is a bit of an old English
word but used still in most of the translations, the NIV has ‘set up’ but with a
footnote giving the proper meaning as ‘hewn out’.
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and priests: and we shall reign on the earth”. Here are God’s people; they are
the redeemed out of every sub-group described by man in society. It has to be
that way, for if our Lord Jesus is unable to bring in and keep in His church a
member from each tribe, people, language and country, or whatever sub-
group we like to use, then He is not Lord. It would mean He had not overcome
every dominion and power, and somewhere and somehow an authority could
resist His authority and not yield up those who are called into their salvation.

But Jesus is Lord, so we find the word every in Revelation chapter 5 so that
none is left out. Members of Jesus’ body, His church, come from every sub-
group, as they believe on Him and receive the Holy Ghost. “And the Lord add-
ed to the church daily such as should be saved”. As we have seen, it was the
coming of the promised Holy Ghost in each of these areas, firstly Jerusalem
(Acts 2), Judea, Samaria (Acts 8) and the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 10,
Cornelius as the first), which brought salvation and entry into the kingdom of
God, and it was through Peter’s preaching that this key to the kingdom of God
was provided.

So every nation has to have members who are part of this great church of
God, and, if we read Galatians chapter 3, we see that “The gospel was
preached to Abraham so that the Holy Ghost should fall on the Gentiles”, and
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”. The evidence in our
Bibles is overwhelming for the great church of Jesus Christ, the habitation of
God, and confirms John 3.16; “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son that whosoever believes on Him should not perish but have eternal
life”.

So we have understood the membership of the church and the building of
God. “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular”. We see the
church is made up of many members. Each one is special, precious and im-
portant and has the image of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is necessary for the
bride of Christ, the church, to reflect the glory of God. “The woman is the glory
of the man” So how are we to be in the image or likeness of Jesus Christ? We
have looked at much of this already and seen how Christians are new crea-
tions individually, but the description of the construction of Solomon’s temple,
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word is preached. That word must create an expectancy that God can really
change lives. The preacher must be a new creation and there is no hardness in
the new heart.

David’s request is, "Wash me from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin".
The plea is for the removal of transgressions, the breaking of the law of God,
demonstrated by his acts of conspiracy to murder and adultery; so "Wash me
from my iniquity". David then asks for the cleansing from sin i.e. the very na-
ture of the origin of the iniquity, the sin which David found in His own heart.
"My sin is ever before me"; to say that identifies a real conviction of sin, a
knowing in the conscience of the wrongness of our very human nature. Paul
the apostle cries out with the same need, based on the same awareness, "O
wretched person that | am". The apostle Peter, when confronted with the
glory of the Lord Jesus following the miracle of the multitude of fish, found the
same need too, "Depart from me for | am a sinful man". It seems that every-
one who is to have a real experience of God and received true salvation needs
such an experience. If one reads the books about the ‘Famous Christians', such
a confession of sin is common to all their testimonies.

David then continues with his confession. "Against you and you only have |
sinned". Yes, he had sinned against Uriah and also Bathsheba but ultimately
David understood that his sin was against God. Such a recognition justifies
God; it says ‘God, you are right’. Romans chapter 3 says this, "That you (God)
might be justified in thy sayings, and might overcome when you are judged".
So where there is an agreement with the Lord and with His word, it is the
place where the recognition of our need starts, and the beginning of the solu-
tion. Jesus said, "When He (The Holy Spirit) comes He will convict of sin, right-
eousness and judgement; sin, because they believe not on me". Sin in its basic
nature is against God, and not believing Him. For the world, anyone in the
world, sin is basically that they do not believe on the Lord Jesus, whom God
has sent. God has made things easy by sending His Son, not staying remotely
in heaven, but revealing Himself in the Lord Jesus. "No one has seen God at
any time, but the Son who is in the bosom of the Father He has declared Him".
As a result of not believing, there is a refusal of the salvation from sin and all
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its outworkings. Romans chapter 3 again "There is none that understands,
there is none that seeks after God". In Psalm 51 however David's faith de-
clares, "Wash me and 1 will be clean, create in me a clean heart, renew a right
spirit within me". So for David there is an acceptance that God can do some-
thing about his need. For Paul it was the same too, "Thanks be to God who
always causes us to triumph”, and then, "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has made me free". So the believing in God is not only as a God of mercy,
"By grace you are saved"”, but a God of ability, "I will be clean". It is this ability
which must be declared in the preaching of the gospel. Preaching may seem
foolishness, but it must declare the ability of God. Paul said "/ am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power/ability of God unto salvation". The gospel de-
clares God's righteousness that He might be the "Justifier of Him who believes
in Jesus". The conviction, or convincing, of righteousness is "Because | go to
my Father"; it is ‘believing’ that God raised Jesus from the dead for our justifi-
cation. “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confes-
sion is made unto salvation”. God’s righteousness provides us with a right
standing before Him and it is a free gift.

When David confesses his sin, he says, "I was shaped, (actually brought forth),
in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me". This supports what is called
the ‘Doctrine of original sin’, best declared in Romans 5, “"Through the disobe-
dience of one man (i.e. Adam) many were made sinners". The word ‘made’
means ‘to be constituted’, in other words the substance of which it is made
up. Pasta is flour and water, ugali is maize flour and water, concrete is stones,
cement, sand and water. Sinners are made, or constituted, spiritually of sin.
Here we have the origin of sin; humans became sinners when Adam first
sinned and sin entered into all the nature of mankind, and explains why there
is a destructive and corrupt thing in human hearts and lives. Sin causes so
much damage in the world in which we live. Sin is highly toxic and brings
death and destruction everywhere it goes.
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chronological order, Peter preached to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, and saw
the Holy Ghost fall on him and his household (Acts 10). It is the coming of the
Holy Spirit into a life which makes that person a member of the church (read 1
Corinthians 12.13). Peter had been shown in a vision that salvation through
the preaching of the gospel was for all the nations. “Who was | that | could
resist God” was His response under critical examination in Jerusalem. James,
as we have seen in Acts 15, makes that confirmation, quoting from the proph-
ecy of Amos, chapter 9. The word from Amos shows that God would build
again His tabernacle, His dwelling place and it would include ‘all the gentiles/
nations’.

Why the apostles had not understood this truth a little sooner is a bit of a
mystery when they would and should have been aware of the many scrip-
tures, for example, this one in Isaiah 42, “Behold my servant, whom | uphold;
mine elect, in whom my soul delights; | have put my spirit upon him: he shall
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles”, which make the inclusion of non-Jews
in to Jesus’ church very clear. This situation perhaps demonstrates 2 things;
firstly, only when God shows us something do we really understand it; sec-
ondly, how rigid religious upbringing can be and how it can blind us to the
very obvious, and if we are not careful such blindness can cause us to work
against the Lord and His will. Peter really had to be shown so clearly in the
vision he received, we thank God for that, but all Christians need to beware
they do not get taken up so much with their traditions that they prevent God
doing something new in their lives and opening up new avenues of faith and
experience.

So we are gathering evidence for this great church of Jesus Christ, God’s
building, God’s workmanship, with the inclusion within its membership of the
‘called’ from all nations. Revelation chapter 5 helps us enormously with
John’s vision of the ‘redeemed’, the church. “And they sung a new song, say-
ing, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou
was slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation; ° and hast made us unto our God kings
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of the congregation will | praise thee,” and, “For he hath not despised nor ab-
horred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but
when he cried unto him, he heard. My praise shall be of thee in the great con-
gregation”. Jesus is thus aware of His brethren (brothers), you and me, “He is
the firstborn from the dead that he might be the firstborn among many breth-
ren (brothers)”. “Jesus brought many sons to glory and .... He is not ashamed to
call them brethren”. We also read of the great congregation (or assembly) of
the people of God, all brought together ‘in one’ with the Lord Jesus, giving
praise to His Father in the middle of that gathering. Jesus is thrilled at the
wonder and outworking of His Father’s so wise plan of salvation through His
workmanship in His Son. They had seen it all before the foundation of the
world and it was marvellous in their eyes.

We now need to look at the book of Acts and chapter 15, and the understand-
ing of the early apostles of this church of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘And after they
had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken
unto me: Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to
take out of them a people for his name. And to this agree the words of the
prophets; as it is written. After this | will return, and will build again the taber-
nacle of David, which is fallen down; and | will build again the ruins thereof,
and | will set it up: that the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all
the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, says the Lord, who doeth all these
things”. (Amos 9)

These comments are made by James, the brother of our Lord Jesus, at the
conclusion of the debate about the need, or not, for the Gentiles to be re-
quired to undergo physical circumcision. It is clear, by that stage, the disciples
were aware that the gospel had reached to the Gentiles, (perhaps nations is a
better word). Peter of course had been the first to see the non-Jews saved.
Jesus had told Peter he had the ‘keys of the kingdom,’” and so that word and
promise had begun to be fulfilled when the first Christians were saved and
added to the church through Peter’s preaching in Jerusalem. Peter then went
into Samaria to pray for those who had responded to the preaching of Phillip,
in order that they should receive the Holy Spirit (Acts, chapter 8). Then, in
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However, we have mentioned already that there is the possibility of becoming
‘partakers of the divine nature’; this huge, life transforming work, to which we
will come again a little later, gives the possibility of sin no longer having power
in our lives. The doctrine of original sin is not popular in modern society, with
all its humanistic concepts and the exclusion of God from its thinking. Society
today takes a very different view of these things, and finds reasons and excus-
es for all the needs of human beings and the problems within society. It also
tries to find answers by excluding God from the solutions. We live in what is
called the "permissive society", allowing humans to do "that which is right in
their own eyes", i.e. in their own view or opinion. In other words you can do
what you want and it does not matter. There is no consciousness of judgement
at the end of our lives, and a selfishness which often takes little notice of what
the effects of our behaviour are. However David agrees with God's view and
opinion, "That you may be justified when you speak". That is where the gospel
starts; as we have said, God is right, and there is agreement with that right-
ness. Paul says "Let God be true and every man a liar", so stating that, whatev-
er humans say, it is God who is right about all these things. Amen.

David's prayer too was, "Restore unto me the joy of my salvation". It is being
saved, being made whole, with sin removed, that brings the real joy to our
hearts, restoring God's presence in our lives and our relationship with Him.
"Open my lips and | will show forth your praise”. This is the outworking of the
salvation which God brings, and compares with "With the heart man believes
and with the mouth confession is made", this confession being one of joy and
thanksgiving. John said he wrote his letter so that "Your joy may be full".

We must briefly mention "Bloodguiltiness"; that was the extent, as we have
seen, to which David had gone in his sin; he was a murderer, having conspired
to kill Uriah. Those to whom Peter preached on the day of Pentecost heard
"You have slain" making them aware that had bloodguiltiness, and they knew
it. Therefore "What shall we do?" Repent, is the answer; that is what David
did; those who heard Peter and believed his words repented also. That is
what we all must do too, as there is a sense in which every human has
bloodguiltiness, as it was because of our sin that Jesus shed His blood. There-
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fore the responsibility for Jesus’ death comes on us all and our cry must be
"Deliver me from bloodguiltiness O God, you are the God of my salvation; my
tongue shall sing aloud of your righteousness". It is godly sorrow that leads to
repentance; this is true repentance, true salvation from the God of our salva-
tion, bringing God's righteousness into our lives, so that we can sing aloud of
his righteousness, through all His mercy and love towards us.

So we have seen the first step in this Salvation and have examined it in detail
in order to understand the importance of repentance. In Psalm 51 David con-
tinues, "Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusa-
lem". We saw earlier how it was God's pleasure to save those who believed
through the foolishness of preaching. In Psalm 51 we have "Do good in thy
pleasure . . . and build”, or perhaps, "Work according to your good pleasure
and build"; so building, or making, or creating is God's pleasure. As we have
seen, God is in his nature a Creator and a re-creator. Philippians tells us that
"God works in us to will and to do of His good pleasure". So the Apostle Paul
writing to the Philippians agrees with the Psalmist, both writers telling us
about God working or God building, and that it is His pleasure to do so. The
book of the Revelation tells us, in chapter 4, that God made all things for His
pleasure. Wonderfully, God's nature is one which only works that which
pleases Him, and yet, having totally integrity, what pleases God is the very
best possible for all things, and for human beings in particular.

Hebrews 10 helps us in relation to God's soul having pleasure, or not having
pleasure. This demonstrates that in the deep character of Almighty God there
is this wonderful capacity to feel in Himself the pleasure of the outworking of
God as love, for God is love, in everything He does. Psalm 139 helps us from
David's comments "I am wonderfully and fearfully (awesomely) made". Just as
God has pleasure in what He creates, David appreciates how wonderful God's
creation is and takes pleasure in that realisation. Those who dismiss the God
of the Bible as creator miss so much by not appreciating the wonder of his
creation. They fail to understand what is possible with a God who makes all
things and what potential that has for our lives.
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thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the
walls of Jerusalem,” and mentioned Revelation chapter 21, “And | John saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband”. We must see and understand that the
purpose of God goes beyond each individual, and His will is to build by His
own workmanship a building, a church, a chosen people separated unto God,
in whom He can dwell and live for ever. Revelation 21 goes on to say “Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God”. This is
the ultimate finished work of God, when all is perfect and God dwells where
He has always wished to, in His people for ever, in order that He might be
their God. It is quite wonderful and was marvellous, as we have seen above, in
the eyes of Father and Son.

If we read the verse in Psalm 118 properly, it shows us the position in the
Godhead before Jesus ever came to the earth, and the forward looking
knowledge of what would be accomplished in the cross of our Lord Jesus.
There is the knowledge of Jesus becoming the ‘head of the corner’ but only by
laying down His life for our sins. Therefore we have the response from the
Son, “Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you
out of the house of the Lord. God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: bind
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar” This expresses Jesus’
willingness to come and die for us with the knowledge, as we have read, “The
stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner”. This
is the basis for both the salvation of every Christian and the ‘gathering to-
gether of all in one,’ all Christians to be His church. The vision of God ‘in the
beginning’ which is revealed to us in the prophecy in Psalm 118 was very won-
derful and shows us the extent to which the love of God has moved in His
eternal plan prepared for us. We are His workmanship in that plan.

In Psalm 22 we read, and again this is prophesied beforehand, of Jesus’ victory
on the cross and in that moment His joy and awareness in Himself, in the Spir-
it, of His whole church. “I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst
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for us; no more debts to our flesh. Jesus has taken our old nature, the nature
of sin and death, out of our hearts and changed us so wonderfully that we now
have His life as our spiritual nature, and it goes as far as making not only our
spirits but our bodies alive. Paul writes to the Galatians, "l live, yet not I, | but
Christ lives in me and the life | now live in the flesh | live by the faith of the Son
of God who loved me and gave Himself for me".

Paul continues; “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if chil-
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together”. Now are we sons of God,
we are born of God; His progeny, His workmanship, His creation. The Spirit of
God bears witness to the truth of it all in our hearts and we now cry ‘Abba
Father’, calling on Almighty God as our Father. We have become heirs of God
and ‘joint heirs” with Jesus Christ. We were made for this. This is exactly what
God has prepared for us, not only to walk in Him on the earth but also to pos-
sess Him through all eternity. This could only be the great work of Almighty
God, in and through His Son, this is the work of redemption, the work of salva-
tion and it is “Marvellous in our eyes”. Hallelujah

What is marvellous in God’s eyes, Father and Son and Holy Spirit, is found in
Psalm 118, “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of
the corner. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day
which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it”. Jesus Christ has
become the head of God’s building and everything depends on Him. We have
looked at how we are God’s workmanship individually, and that is very won-
derful, but the workmanship, or building of God, has another great aspect, the
building of all individuals together as His church. Paul tells the Corinthians
“You are God’s building” and this building, as we have suggested, is His church,
the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have quoted before Psalm 51 with ‘the
work of God in His good pleasure to build the walls of Jerusalem’. We read
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
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We then need to return to Ephesians 2, almost where we started, "By grace
you are saved... For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God has before ordained that we should walk in them". It is
important not to take "By grace you are saved” out of context and fail to ap-
preciate the full meaning and significance of what the apostle Paul is telling us.
This is perhaps what Christendom seems to have done for centuries and, as
we have said, reduced the dynamic power of salvation and thereby denied
Christians the real power of the God of salvation working in their lives. The
salvation is "for" or "because of"; it is because we are His workmanship and
salvation depends on being His workmanship. There is no salvation without
us being God's workmanship! And this workmanship involves creation, indeed
it is creative; we looked at the word and its usage much earlier. God is the
true creator and here He becomes the "New Creator". Right at the end of the
Bible in Revelation 21 we read "Behold | make all things new". God is the re-
creator; the comments in Revelation 21 relate to the New Jerusalem, the bride
of Christ, the church of our Lord Jesus and we will come to that towards the
end of our study; everything is a new creation. But God had no choice, as the
old creation is ruined forever, and God cannot leave it like that. He is perfect
and everything has to be perfect in the end.

Jesus tells us "No one puts a new patch on an old garment or puts new wine in
old wine skins". God is just the same, He does not patch us up; He does not
put newness of life in old spirits. "A new heart and a new spirit will | give you,
says the Lord." Here is the understanding. So we have to be God's new crea-
tion; nothing has any value, as far as God is concerned, but a new creation. So
God, in a way, only recognises this new creation. We have looked already at
the new man God has created, and that the new man is created in righteous-
ness and true holiness. So how are we God's workmanship? Where did the
new creation, our remaking, spiritually that is, take place? The answer "In
Christ Jesus", we are told, it is all in Christ. All has to be in Christ. We are told
in 2 Corinthians 5.21 "He (God, please read the context) made Him (the Lord
Jesus) sin for us who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness of
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God in Him”, and in verse 17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new”.

This is exactly what happened in the cross of our Lord Jesus; this is the wonder
of the work of Calvary; it all happened there. Colossians tells us that “Jesus
made peace through the blood of His cross”. Jesus made something which was
not there before; peace was made, peace is a spiritual thing, it is the opposite
of war, of enmity, of opposition, and was made by our Lord Jesus. The process
was Jesus being made sin, and taking into Himself everything which was wrong
in us and disposing of it. He took all the rubbish, all the nature of sin, and be-
came that sin. He took everything which was not of peace and took it out of
the way. Romans chapter 8 tells us "God sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh". Jesus condemned/
judged/ passed sentence on, sin in the flesh, sin's nature in human flesh. Jesus
passed the sentence of death upon it and put it to death in Himself. Jesus did
it once and for all, one offering for sin, one sacrifice for sin; it was enough and
it was amazing; but then it was God'’s plan. Hebrews tells us that when ‘Jesus
had by Himself purged our sins, He sat down’; sitting is a place of rest showing
that the work was completely finished and peace had been made.

To do the work, Jesus obeyed the commandment of His Father so that we
could be made the righteousness (have a right standing inwardly) of God;
nothing in us once made righteous, cannot then stand in the light and the
presence of God. The word for made in the Greek really means to become, so
we become the righteousness of God and this is God's workmanship; we are
His workmanship, His new-creation. God is able to change, rather remake, our
nature so that spiritually we become different; we become new; we receive
the new man, we become new creations, new men. Old things are passed
away, they are over and gone. Hallelujah.

One of the most interesting words in the Bible is the word reconciliation. The
true meaning of the word is lost in modern usage, as we think of reconciliation
as the bringing together of 2 or more people that are alienated from each oth-
er. The Bible talks about humans being alienated from God and that Jesus rec-
onciles us to God. In human reconciliation there is usually some form of com-

God’s Workmanship Page 25

righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwells in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not
to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself bears witness with
our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together.

So if Christ be in us the body is dead, rendered powerless; Jesus has judged sin
in the flesh and the effects that sin has on our bodies. Natural bodies, outside
of regeneration, cannot bring forth fruit unto God; they are dead and will only
produce dead works. So they are rendered powerless, but the spirit in us is
life because of righteousness. So here is the life we need to bring fruit unto
God, it is in our spirits, so we can produce spiritual fruit to a God who is spirit.
Then, wonderfully, Paul continues, "But if the Spirit of him that raised up Je-
sus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken (or make alive) your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwells in
you”. So here is the life, that is in our spirit, brought to act in our mortal bod-
ies. No longer is there death but life, and indeed resurrection life, from our
Lord Jesus. It is exactly what we need, and that to which we were recreated,
and is the outworking of God’s workmanship. Life will bring forth life, and
here it is practically working bring forth fruit unto God, as we walk in ‘good
works’

The conclusion “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live". So we do not owe any-
thing to our flesh; there is no requirement to live according to the flesh at all.
We are free, we are made free, we are justified, Jesus Christ has paid the price
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definition, at least partly so, of good works. Works based on our faith in the
Lord Jesus, trusting Him to outwork His will in us. Labours of love, the Greek
word for ‘love’ is ‘agape’, which must involve sacrifice, as the love relates to
the love of God for us, and that love is the basis for all our good works. The
love of God is “shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit” (Romans 5.5) and
overcomes all things, and leads us to an endurance of purpose, praying not
fainting, looking for the return of our Lord Jesus. The hope is then that our
good works will be recognised, not for our own ends, but for Jesus’ glory, and
we will hear ‘in that day’ “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the
joy of the Lord”.

Earlier we mentioned the ‘law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus which has
made us free from the law of sin and death’. It would be useful to understand
how this spiritual law helps us to walk in the good works. Romans chapter 8
tells us, “To be spiritually minded is life and peace”. For this law to work in us
we must be ‘spiritually minded’ and have thought patterns which are full of
faith and understanding of the things God has prepared for us. In 1 Corinthians
chapter 2 we read, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther has entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him.” We find the word ‘prepared’ again and understand,
as we read through 1 Corinthians, chapter 2, that the things which God has
prepared for us are only revealed by His Spirit, to those who love Him. These
truths have not entered into the natural heart of man and therefore cannot be
part of ‘natural human thinking’; they are not part of the ‘minding of the
flesh’, or the ‘carnal mind’. 1 Corinthians 2 goes on to say we have the “Mind
of Christ”. It is suggested that the ‘mind of Christ’ is one which knows what
God has prepared and thinks accordingly, with faith and love according to that
expectation.

If we go back to Romans chapter 8 in the passage following ‘to be spiritually
minded’ we read these words

“But ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell
in you. Now if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
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promise, but that never takes place with God. He cannot compromise with
sin. We only have to look in the Old Testament and read about the require-
ment of the children of Israel, to totally destroy all the inhabitants of the land
of Canaan when they went in to possess the Promised Land. God has a total
abhorrence of all that is sin. We also see the dangers when that total destruc-
tion did not take place and compromise was reached. You can read it all in the
book of Joshua, in fact in many places in the Old Testament, when the chil-
dren of Israel forsook the Lord and turned to other Gods. Perhaps it is the
same in these days when we resort to alternatives to the gospel to meet every
need in our lives.

There are different words used for the word reconciliation in the New Testa-
ment although they come from the same root. W. E. Vine, we have already
quoted his dictionary before, helps us this way

A-2, apokatallano " 1o reconeile completely” (apo, from, and No. 7) a
shonger form of No. 7, " o change from one condition lo anothes,” s0
as 10 remove all epmily and Leave no impediment 10 wnily and peace,
A1 wied in Eph. 2:76, of the " reconciliation” of belioing Jew and
Gentile " in one body unio God Wrough the Cron;" <in Col. 7:27

And

B-7, hatallage akin 1o A Ne. 7, primarily " an exchange,”" denoles

" reconciliation,”" a change on the parl of one parly, induced by an
action on e parl of another; in the N7, the " reconcilialion” of men
lo God by His gprace and Love in Chrid

The definition demonstrates that there is a thorough and complete change,
from one condition to another, and the change is on the part of one party
induced by another. This change removes all enmity and is accomplished in
the one party, the human being, by the action of the other party, Almighty
God. All this change was accomplished in Jesus Christ as we have quoted al-
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ready, when Jesus became, or was made, sin for us, and we were made, or
became, the righteousness of God in Him. It all took place on the cross of our
Lord Jesus once, for all time. It leads Paul to comment, "God forbid that |
should glory/boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus, by which the world is
crucified, or put to death, to me and I to the world".

We can put it many ways, and the Bible does, but the essence of the cross and
death of our Lord Jesus is this; in His death everything changed and we went
through death with Him into newness of life, leaving behind all that was old
and had spoiled our relationship with God. We become holy, and blameless,
and above reproach in His sight (Colossians chapter | verse 21; NKJB). To main-
tain that place we need/must continue in the faith, in other words simply sus-
taining our faith in this once for all wonderful work. This is the new creation,
this is God's workmanship; it is just a beginning but lays the true foundation in
our lives. God can continue His work building up our most holy faith and build-
ing His Church, in that faith, both individually and the whole body of Christ.
Jesus is building His church. Not only numerically, but above all spiritually, the
church is God's habitation, or dwelling place by His Spirit, and we must all
come to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.

Perhaps we should briefly look at this new creation a different way, confirming
the words of Jesus in John’s gospel, “If the Son shall make you free you will be
free indeed”. Paul in Romans 7 laments his unregenerate spiritual state, we
have seen that above with David the King of Israel, but Paul also cries out, “O
wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
His realisation was that there was a law, he calls it ‘the law of sin and death’,
working in him, in his members (all the parts of him which made up his whole
self) bringing him into a captivity from which he could not escape.

However religious Paul was, and however hard he tried to be different, this
law was greater than him and his ability and he needed deliverance. This old
law worked ‘death’ in Paul, “The wages of sin is death”, and where he wanted
to be spiritually alive he found in reality he was spiritually dead. In Romans 8.2
Paul writes, “For the Law of the Spirit of Life which is in Christ Jesus has made
me free from the law of sin and death”. Paul defines a greater law which had
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whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen”. We see again good work, or good
works, the theme is constant. It is the God of peace, who brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus, who is working in our lives. It is by the result of Jesus’
resurrection we were justified, and being justified we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus. So being at peace with God, God is able to make us
perfect. We have just read how God is able to make all grace abound towards
us, and here He is able to make us perfect in every good work, working in us
that which is well pleasing in His sight. It will glorify Him and of course marries
with Philippians chapter 2, “For it is God who works in you both to will and to
do of His good pleasure”. So God’s workmanship, His creative ability, His mak-
ing, His working in us, His preparation, all come together to produce the good
works which He prepared for us and are well pleasing in His sight. This is great
and wonderful work by the Almighty God. No wonder we are told to "Provoke
one another to love and good works". So be encouraged, brothers and sisters,
this is what God has done; walk in the good works, the works of faith. This is
God's grace to us all; we are not intended to go away and lead a life trying to
pay back God for His goodness to us, but rather to allow the works to which
we are created, and which are prepared for us, to flow and flourish in our
lives. So from Romans 6 the word is "Yield your members unto righteousness
and bring forth fruit unto God.... the fruit is holiness and the end, everlasting
life”.

In 1 Thessalonians chapter 1.2 we read, “We give thanks to God always for
you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 remembering without ceasing
your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father”. This contrasts with the verse in
Revelation chapter 2 giving Jesus’ description of the Ephesian church, “/ know
thy works and thy labour and patience”; we see the 3 eternal things, faith,
hope and love are missing. These are the eternal factors of the love and the
life of the Lord Jesus which God works in us. Without them, as Paul tells us, “If
we have not love then it profits us nothing”. So the life, the eternal life of the
Lord Jesus, as it works in us brings forth works of faith, and labours of love,
with a patience which is based on the hope of eternal life. This must be the
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der the teaching of the Spirit of God, then goods works must follow. It is “The
letter that kills and the Spirit that gives life”, so if all we do is study to learn the
‘letter’ then that will kill us and we will bring forth dead works. Jesus said this
in John’s gospel, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me. *° And ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life”. Perhaps that is a warning to us all. But if we come to Jesus
and learn of Him, good works must follow.

Please note in the quotation from 2 Timothy the word is ‘throughly’, which
probably is an alternative to ‘thoroughly’. The implication is that the prepara-
tion/fitting out goes right through us, into every part of our lives, and there-
fore is a thorough work as it leaves no part of body, mind and spirit which is
not ready and fit for the work of God. This complements the ‘good works be-
ing prepared for us to walk in’, and shows how the scriptures, written in our
hearts, by the Spirit of God, prepare us for the good works which God has pre-
pared for us.

Again another contrast is the scripture in 2 Corinthians 9.8 “And God is able
to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in
all things, may abound to every good work”. So it is grace which abounds to-
wards us which causes us to abound unto every good work. Everywhere the
Bible encourages us that good works are possible and indeed should be the
normal, natural experience of the Christian Life. Whether the works come as
God directs us to help our brothers and sisters, or those in the world, with
their needs and cares, or whether He moves us in our prayers seeking His
blessing and provision, materially and spiritually, for those we love and He
puts on our hearts, it makes no difference. It is God’s will to which we are
called, and He will work out His will for us as an individual in the specific call-
ings of our lives.

Perhaps one more scripture about good works will help us again; this is from
Hebrews chapter 13. “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, * make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to
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come into him and made him free, it had created him again and created him
spiritually free from the old law. A new spiritual law was operating in his life; a
new law worked in his members enabling him to mortify, or put to death, the
deeds or actions of his body, and as the new law worked, so he lived. The
Greek word to ‘make free’ is ‘eleutheroo’, not to ‘set free’ as in some versions
and so often misquoted by preachers and hymns and choruses. The whole
work is creative, or creational, and the creation is unto good works, as we are
about to see, and only when we are made free from the old law is there a pos-
sibility of living in a new law, doing good works and bringing forth pure fruit to
God. This supports what we read of ‘being made righteous’ in our Lord Jesus.
God is not a ‘Make do and mend’ or a patch up God but rather the God of
creation, and has worked His new creation in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

The new creation is just the start, in the same way that trees come from seeds
and develop into larger and more mature trees, so the Christian life grows,
but the right foundation has to be laid and that foundation is Jesus Christ. “For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”. He is
the new creation; He is the ‘stone which the builders rejected who has be-
come the chief, or head, stone’. The whole spiritual building, and each individ-
ual member, is built on that stone, and the eternal life which all need as the
source of the life we live unto God, is in that stone; for we are in Christ and
Christ is in us. This is why Jesus told Nicodemus he had to be born again in
order to see the kingdom of God, the things of the Spirit of God. Once God has
worked His wonderful workmanship and enabled us to enter His kingdom and
become one of His people, we can then begin to walk in the good works
which are ordained/prepared for us. Although there are, of course, callings for
individual Christians to fulfil, and those are important, in the main the good
works are simply "walking in newness of life” or “walking in righteousness and
holiness all the days of our lives", bringing forth fruit unto God. Jesus is the
vine and we are the branches, and so we glorify our Father which is in heaven.

The Bible, at least in the New Testament, describes good works as the oppo-
site of dead, or wicked, works. We have mentioned dead works; these are the
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works of death, "The wages of sin is death", and are the outworking of sin in
human lives. Adam was told “in the day you sin you will die”. Death has passed
on to us all from Adam and therefore we produce dead works. The book of
Hebrews tells us that once we are purged, very thoroughly and totally cleaned
out, from dead works by the blood of Jesus Christ, then and only then can we
serve the living God. With Christ in us, rather than death and dead works, our
spirits are life because of righteousness, and from that spirit emanates the
works of life, living works, eternal works, good works is the phrase the Bible
uses. These are the works we are prepared for and are prepared for us.

In the book of the Revelation, which contains the actual words of the risen
Lord Jesus, from His throne in heaven, to His church, He says "I know your
works". The book of the Revelation is a prophecy, and the prophet, a true
prophet that is, will speak the true words of God as if it were God speaking
them. “I know your works” is said to each church and shows us that the Lord
Jesus is very much aware of the things which we do, not only in our lives, but
in some ways more importantly, in the life and function of each local church.
Each church, Biblically, is defined by its locality and not by its denomination;
indeed denominations practically cause division in the local churches and are
based more on history than the planning of God. By saying ‘l know your
works’ Jesus then goes on to bring to light the things which were wrong in five
of the seven churches.

It is interesting to note that the two churches without problems are those un-
dergoing persecution and suffering for the gospel. Perhaps persecution keeps
churches pure, as there is no room, or time, for not believing God, entertain-
ing falsehood, false teachers and preachers. For the other five churches,
where there were problems, some had compromised with different, false
teaching and idolatry. With one church there was just the loss of first love,
others were living on a false reputation, thinking they were better than they
were. But to all the command is to repent. We have looked at repentance ear-
lier and see it is ‘to perceive from afterwards’. Jesus words enable the church-
es to look back at their mistakes, see where the problem lies, seek forgiveness
and grace, turn from their errors and re-establish themselves in the truth. So
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works are important, very important to God; we cannot please ourselves, but
must realise our obligations as God's people and ensure that we walk in good
works; “working out our own salvation with fear and trembling".

However, the wonderful truth is that we are ‘God’s workmanship’ and we are
‘created unto good works which were ordained/prepared for us to walk in’.
Would it not be very good if Christians really believed that God had prepared
these works beforehand? ‘Ordained’ really means ‘prepared’ in the Greek
language, and the works are good works, not bad works, or dead works. There
would be the huge potential of expectation that Christian lives could be lived
in victory and please God. T

his would be so much more positive, and true of course, than so much of the
negativity ministered by many preachers and liturgies, based more on the
wish to control congregations than any wish to please God. Of course the
good works have to be real, with no pretence, and full of honesty and truth.
“The truth makes free”, so walking and living in the truth will enable us to
walk in the good works. So it is by our works that we are known, and our Lord
Jesus tells us to “let our light so shine before men that they may see our good
works and glorify our Father which is in heaven". It is to these works we are
created and therefore they are in our new nature, in the incorruptible seed
we received, when we received the Lord Jesus. They are outworked as we
walk in the Spirit, looking unto Jesus. Philippians tells us to “work out our own
salvation, ... for it is God who works in us to will and to do of His good pleas-
ure". So here is the outworking of our salvation, as we bring forth good
works, which glorify our Father which is in heaven.

The phrase ‘Good works’ comes a number of times in the New Testament,
and it would take too long to look at them all. The famous verse, 2 Timothy
3.16, talks about the scriptures being inspired by God and being suitable for
instruction etc., and goes on to say “that the Man of God can be throughly
furnished, or fitted out, unto all good works". So the outcome of reading and
understanding the instructions of the scriptures is again good works. Perhaps
it could be said that, if we have properly read and understood our Bibles, un-



